POLAND IN THE AUGUSTAN ERA
all that needs to be known about the serfs in Poland.
At the mercy of the sudden anger and seasonable gener-'
osity of their masters, who called them louts (chlopy),
at least one half of the Polish peasantry literally slouched
through life, with downcast eyes and bacb bent with
toil, too broken in spirit even to cherish bitterness.
The burghers had now disappeared from most of the
Polish.dries, killed as a class by the restrictions the
szlachta had imposed upon commerce. Cracow, the
ancient capital of the country, had degenerated into a
dull provincial town of 20,000 inhabitants at most.
Grass grew in the streets of the once thriving com-
mercial centre of Lwow; Wilna was become a bare
village. The half-Germanized cities of Thorn and
Danzig, however, departed from the general rule of
decay; and Warsaw shone intermittently, with a fitful
activity, when the Diets brought great assemblies of
nobles there with their retinues. The garish splendour
of so extravagant a court as that maintained in later days
by King Stamslaw E furnished a strange contrast to the
gloom and stagnation of the preceding era, when
Augustus IE. spent the greater part of his time in Dresden,
and Warsaw was only on rare occasions a royal city.
In these last days of Poland, Warsaw became the para-
dise of all the opportunists, adventurers, and impostors
of Europe. The fallen nobles of France, as penniless as
they were proud, came there to find sympathy, and, it
might be, rich and noble wives. Such adventurers as
Casanova and such cheats as Cagliostro flourished in the
Polish capital. Cagliostro and his beautiful, impudent,
dishonest wife left Warsaw with 20,000 ducats, cozened
from the credulous nobles. The city had the glitter of a
gilded com, and was just as false. The conversation, the
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